HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
fear, when shall I be able to attain eminence? If I sue for the
privilege of mercy, my name will be deleted from the list of
famous men. If I beg quarter from his arrow, of what avail
is my quiver ?M
Next clay getting into his palanquin lie went round the
fort, inspected the provisions, lead, gunpowder, instruments,
tools and other necessary things, and issued orders to get them
ready. Then returning to the dfavdn-kh_atwf he invited to his
presence all the risaladars of the army and gave the following
general order: "Whosoever desires to leave the service may do
so without any fear or molestation; whoever wishes to slay he
must make a confession taking an oath on the word of Allah,
that as long as this work is not finished, he shall not disobey me."
Accordingly those who wished to go went away, and those who
desired to stay took such an oath. After taking these steps, he
sent Abdtfl-Hadi Khan to the governor of Dewnampattan, then
known as the captain of Dewnampattan, with a letter confirm-
ing his ancient rights and seeking help to repel the evil-hearted
enemy. He also combed the following oral message: "There
is no reason for the enmity of the French towards me. But
in the past since I had helped the East India Company as they
deserved it, saved Dewnampattan from being subjugated by
the French, freed Chennappattan from their hands and res-
tored it to the English, the French had chosen to form an
alliance with my enemies. Again for the same reasons my
father drank the cup of martyrdom. At the instigation of the
And should'st water   it from   the Fountain of  Salsabil,  and Gabriel
should breathe his breath into that egg,
In the end the crow's egg will   become   a crow,   and   vain will be the
trouble of the Peacock of Paradise."
Tim&r-ndma comprises about 4,500 verses and forms a counterpart to
Sikandar-ndma, and Hatif I boasts that his poem was based on historical truth
instead of on fables and legends,
E. G, Browne, A Literary History of Persia, Vol. IV- Modern Times.
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